The Power of the Media:

What’s Hot?  What’s Not?
Introduction
The media play a very powerful role in politics.  By choosing to cover (or not to cover) certain stories or angles, the media actually have the power to determine the big stories of the day.  In politics, getting 15 seconds on the evening national news is everything.  Sometimes, the goofier that a politician behaves, the greater the likelihood is of that politician getting on the evening news.  It doesn’t actually make a lot of sense.

As well as setting the stories of the day, the media also have great power in shaping how people feel about these stories.  For example, there has been a huge amount of coverage in the media lately about the improper use of tasers by police officers.  By repeatedly running stories on this topic, the media actually work to create a feeling in the general public.  In this case, the feeling is one of alarm because the public begins to feel that tasers are being improperly used by some officers.

If the media create a buzz about a certain issue, it is more likely that politicians will care about that issue too.  That’s because politicians serve the public.  This means that politicians may feel the need to create bills relating to that issue.  So, can we expect to see a new law about tasers sometime soon?  We’ll know as soon as we hear about it on the news.

Objective
In this activity, students will use on-line media resources to determine which federal issues are receiving the most media coverage right now.

Task

In this activity, the students will complete the following tasks:

1. use EBSCO internet resource search for articles relating to a variety of current issues
2. record the numbers of articles that relate to various current issues on the “What’s Hot? What’s Not?” chart

3. answer the questions on the “What’s Hot? What’s Not?” worksheet

4. choose one issue to examine more closely and make research notes on that topic

Materials Needed

Internet access, copies of the “What’s Hot? What’s Not?” chart and questions, and copies to the research note papers

Grades

5-12

The Power of the Media:

What’s Hot?  What’s Not?

Worksheet

Name: _____________

Introduction

The media play a very powerful role in politics.  By choosing to cover (or not to cover) certain stories, the media have the power to make the public concerned about the issues of their choice.  For example, this year, the media has run many stories that relate to the improper use of tasers by police officers.  By running repeated stories on this topic, the media actually works to create a feeling in the general public.  In this case, the feeling is one of alarm because the public begins to feel that tasers are being used improperly by some policemen.  If the media creates a buzz around a certain issue, then it is more likely that politicians will care about that issue too (since politicians serve the public).  This means that the politicians may feel the need to create bills relating to that issue.  So, can we expect to see a new law about tasers sometime soon? We’ll know as soon as we hear about it on the news.

In this activity, you will use on-line media resources to determine which Federal issues are receiving the most media coverage right now.

Instructions

1. Open your web browser

2. Go to the Smithers Public Library Website: http://www.smitherslibrary.ca/
3. Click on “Web Resources” (on the left side of the page)

4. Click on “EBSCO Host”

5. Click on “Canadian Reference Centre on student research center”

6. Click on “Current Issues” (on the left side of the page)
7. Do a search on each of the “Current Issues” areas.  After you do a search, record the number the articles that are available on each topic. The number that you are looking for is located in the top left corner of the page.  For example, you see “All Results: 1-10 of 1372” it means that there are 1372 articles on the subject.  Use the sheet provided to record your numbers.

The Power of the Media

What’s Hot? What’s Not?
Chart

Student Name: _____________________
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The Power of the Media

What’s Hot?   What’s Not?
Questions
1.  Name the area that is receiving the most media coverage today.
_____________________________________________________________

2.  Do you think that this issue deserves to have the most media coverage?  Explain.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

3.  Which issue do you think deserves to have more media coverage (it could be an issue that isn’t even on the “Current Issues” page).  Explain.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  What area do you want to choose to research for the “Create Your Canada” bill writing contest?

_____________________________________________________________
The Power of the Media:

Getting to Know Your Issue

Making Research Notes

Introduction

Now that you have chosen a subject area for your “Create Your Canada” contest bill writing project, it is time to start researching.  Research work is important because you need to really understand the issues relating to your idea.  Once you understand the issues, you can decide if your bill idea would actually be good for Canada.

As you are learning the facts, try to think about the issue from the differing viewpoints of all of the concerned groups.  For example, a policeman would probably have a very different opinion about tasers than the sister of someone who was killed by a taser. 
Activity

In this activity, you will find and make notes on a minimum of three articles that relate to your issue.  In addition to your notes, you will record bibliographical information.
Instructions

8. Open your web browser

9. Go to the Smithers Public Library Website: http://www.smitherslibrary.ca/
10. Click on “Web Resources” (on the left side of the page)

11. Click on “EBSCO Host”

12. Click on “Canadian Reference Centre on student research center”

13. Click on “Current Issues” (on the left side of the page)

14. Select an issue that interests you and then click on “Search” (at the top of the page)

15. Now you will see a list of many articles on your topic

16. Browse the articles and choose three that you would like to use for your research

Article #1

Record the bibliographical information that you find at the top of the page

Title ___________________________________________________________

Source _________________________________________________________

Persistent Link to the Record _______________________________________

Database  _______________________________________________________

Now it is time to make notes.  Divide your notes into the following areas:

· Who_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· What____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Where_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Why________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· When________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Article #2

Record the bibliographical information that you find at the top of the page

Title ___________________________________________________________

Source _________________________________________________________

Persistent Link to the Record _______________________________________

Database  _______________________________________________________

Now it is time to make notes.  Divide your notes into the following areas:

· Who_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· What____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Where_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Why________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· When________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Article #3

Record the bibliographical information that you find at the top of the page

Title ___________________________________________________________

Source _________________________________________________________

Persistent Link to the Record _______________________________________

Database  _______________________________________________________

· Who_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· What____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Where_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Why________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· When________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

