Weird Canadian Laws

Introduction

Life changes pretty fast; it’s hard for laws to keep up.  Over time, laws can lose their importance.  After a while, some laws can seem very strange.  If laws are not updated (amended) then they can stop being effective.  For example, a law that was created for a very specific purpose fifty years ago might seem very strange to someone today (unless they look at the historical situation that brought about the creation of the law).
Objectives:

1.  In this activity, the students will develop an understanding of municipal, provincial, and federal powers

Task

In this activity, the students will complete the following tasks:

1. Read the “Weird Canadian Laws” worksheet

2. Fill in the blank column on the worksheet 

Target Grades

5-12

Materials Needed

1. copies of the “Weird Canadian Laws” worksheet

Weird Canadian Laws
Worksheet
Name: _________________________________________
Below, is a list of laws that will probably seem very strange.  Look at the following “weird laws” and try to figure out if each law is a municipal, provincial, or federal law.
	Laws
	What Type of Law is It?

	1.  In Canada, you may not pay for a fifty-cent item with only pennies
	

	2.  In British Columbia it is illegal to kill a sasquatch
	

	3.  There is a law in a Canadian city that says that if you are released from prison, it is required that you are given a handgun with bullets and a horse, so you can ride out of town. 
	

	4.  In Alberta, it is illegal to set fire to the wooden leg of a wooden legged man
	

	5.  30% of a Canadian radio station’s content must be "Canadian Content"
	

	6.  When it is raining, a person from Nova Scotia may not water his/her lawn
	

	7.  In Etoicoke, Ontario, there is a bylaw that  states that no more than 3.5 inches of water is allowed in a bathtub
	

	8. In Toronto Ontario, you can't drag a dead horse down Yonge St. on a Sunday
	

	9. All business signs in the province of Quebec must be in French. If the business operator wishes to have English on the sign, the French must be at least twice as large as the English is. There are no laws governing the usage of other languages on signs.
	

	10. In Montreal Quebec, citizens may not relieve themselves or spit on the street. Punishable by a fine of over 100 Canadian dollars
	


Weird Canadian Laws
Answer key
Answer Key
1. Federal

2. Provincial

3. Municipal

4. Provincial

5. Federal

6. Provincial

7. Municipal

8. Municipal

9. Provincial

10. Municipal

