Writing Your Concept Paper

Introduction
There are a lot of steps that have to happen before a bill becomes a law.  Every bill must be approved by the House of Commons and the Senate before the Governor General signs the bill to turn it into a law.  The bill gets read and voted on three times in the House.  It also goes through three readings in the Senate.  So what exactly does the bill look like when it is first introduced?
Even in its first stage, a bill is more than a few sentences that just state the idea.  Instead, it is a whole concept paper that discusses the idea in detail.  A concept paper states the bill idea and then goes on to describe why the bill is needed, desirable, and practical.  It also provides information about the stakeholders (people who will be affected by the bill) and makes suggestions about how the bill will impact the stakeholders, existing legislation, and government programs.
Objective

The students will take the research information that they have gathered to create a concept paper.

Task

In this activity, the students will complete the following tasks:

1. use research notes to complete the “Writing Your Concept Paper” worksheet

2. submit the completed concept paper to the “Create Your Canada” bill writing contest

Materials Needed

1. The students needed to have completed research notes on an issue before they begin this assignment

2. the teacher needs to make copies of the “Writing Your Concept Paper” worksheet

Grades

5-12
Writing Your Concept Paper
Worksheet
Name: ______________________________________

Now that your research is complete, it is time to get down to the business of writing your bill.  The first step is to create your Concept Paper.  A concept paper is a two-page report that presents your bill idea.  The Concept Paper points out the reasons that the bill is needed and desirable.  It also states the impact that the bill will have on stakeholder groups, existing legislation, and government programs.  

1.  State your bill idea

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Background

2.  Describe the problem that you are trying to solve by creating this bill.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  How long has this problem existed and how did it start?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  What attempts have been made to solve this problem?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Stakeholders

5.  Who are the stakeholders? (Who is going to be affected by your bill?)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.  Describe how each of the stakeholders is going to feel about your bill.  In addition, give reasons for the feelings of each stakeholder.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Impact

7.  How is this bill going to change Canada in a positive way?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.  What are some possible ways that this bill could impact Canada in a negative way?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9.  How will your bill impact laws or programs that already exist in Canada?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.  What will it take to make your bill a reality?

· what types of people will have to be hired?

· what other costs are involved?

· how much money will it cost?

· who will pay?

· how should the law be enforced?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
