Looking at Mega-Issues

Introduction

The purpose of this assignment is to give you some background into the major issues facing Canada today.  If you create a bill that relates to one of these areas, it stands a better chance of getting accepted in Parliament because the politicians already realize that these issues are important.  You may create a bill on a topic that is not identified as one of the eight “mega-issues” (and it may be a terrific bill), but if the MPs don’t see that your bill is needed by Canada or desired by the public, then your bill will most likely be stopped dead in its tracks.

Objective

The students will gain an understanding some of the major issues facing Canada today.

Task

In this activity, students will complete the following tasks:

1. Read the Conference Board of Canada’s Report

2. make notes on the main ideas relating to each issue

Grades

This activity is suitable for students in grades 10-12

Materials Needed

1. access to computer lab

2. copies of the “Looking at the Mega-Issues” worksheet

Process

1. the teacher will read the introduction to the class and then describe the task

2. the students will open their web browsers and go to the following webpage: http://www.cissa-acsei.ca/admin/uploaded_documents/Conf%20Brd%20Mega%20Issues.pdf
3. the students will read about the issues facing Canada today and they will make notes on the “Looking at the Mega-Issues” worksheet

Looking at Mega-Issues

Name: ____________________________

The Conference Board of Canada has identified eight “mega-issues” facing Canada.  1.  1.  Read the Conference Board of Canada’s Report 
http://www.cissa-acsei.ca/admin/uploaded_documents/Conf%20Brd%20Mega%20Issues.pdf 
2.  make notes on the main ideas relating to each issue
1. Global Economy: Securing Canada’s place in an expanding

international marketplace

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Canada and the United States: Managing the bilateral relationship

given competing priorities of security and trade

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Human Capital: Competing with the rest of the world for top talent

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Innovation: Turning more good ideas into marketable products

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Healthy Environment: Taking action to protect Canada’s air

and water quality and address climate change

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Competitive Cities: Liberating our cities and financing

them properly

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Health Care: Making the changes to ensure that the system

is accountable, affordable and of high quality in the future

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Governance: Building more trust in our institutions, our

business and government leaders—and each other

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
